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endeavours to bring home to his countrymen some
perception of this truth. In the measure of his success
in these endeavours, in the influence of his progres-
sive ideas and administration on the present genera-
tion in China, Kes his chief claim to be considered a
maker of the nineteenth century. To show what
that influence has been, and how achieved, is the
purpose of this book.

That Li Hung-chang had grasped the vital signifi-
cance of the impact of the West, and the necessity
for reorganising China's system of government and
national defences to meet it, was clearly shown In
a memorial which he addressed to the Throne in
1867. To this important document, which affords
a key to all his subsequent career as diplomat and
administrator, full reference will be made in due
course. Suffice it here to say that it was chiefly
remarkable for the fact that its writer, then Governor-
General of the Hu Kuang provinces, boldly advocated
reform on the ground that the political and military
superiority of foreign nations was incontestable*
To estimate the courage required to submit such a
memorial to the Throne it is necessary to consider
the political conditions of the country at that date
and the mental equipment of his colleagues, the
provincial viceroys and the dignitaries of the
Metropolitan Boards. Broadly speaking, the Court
of China at that period, the Censorate, the
higher officials and the literati, remained in the
condition of magnificent detachment from the
outside world, which has characterised the rulers
of the Middle Kingdom for the past two thousand
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